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[ am writing to express my concern about the inadequacy of funding alocated by the Army Corps
of Engineers for remediation of the former Lake Ontario Ordinance Works (LOOW) property, a
Defense Environmental Restoration Program for Formerly Used Defense Sites (DERP-FUDS)
ste located in Niagara County, New York, in my Congressonad Didtrict.

During World Waer 11, the Army manufactured TNT at a facility on the 7,500-acre LOOW site,
which included a power plant, hospitd, fire department, water supply system, and waste
trestment system, Between 1956 and 1960, a portion of the Site was used to produce high-energy
rocket fuel. As Department of Defense operations decreased over the years, property was sold;
today the property is owned by individuad homeowners, corporations, a loca school didtrict, and

federa, state and 1ocal governments. //,_,_\3\

Recently, 1 met with Lieutenant Colond Glen DeWillie of the Buffdo Didrict to discuss the ff: YR
datus of the Corps efforts with respect to the LOOW dite. The Corps estimates that the worlk/ ; ; ;’ © v
thet remains to fully remediate the site will cost approximately $29 million, with funding comm . 7/,;( {
from the DERP-FUDS program. This estimate includes the cost of studies, risk assesmerﬁs, an é’ ey }’ ) é
remediation tasks necessary to restore the site so that it no longer poses a risk to public he jith br Lhenit
the  environment. /

It is my understanding thet the Buffalo Didtrict's capacity for conducting remedia studies and
adtivities a the ste in FY2002 is $4 million. With these funds, the Buffao Didtrict could meke?
sgnificant progress toward remediating the ste by: 1) demolishing a formerly used wxstewater ™
treatment plant; 2) conducting a comprehensive risk assessment of the entire property; 3)
investigating underground pipelines, and 4) conducting a feasihility study of dean aess within

the Ste to Q@&@M&%ﬂ%ﬁeﬁ%@ﬁﬁfpﬁw ! g LA I 20, q;

Tt 1s my further understanding thet the Buffalo Didrict has corresponded with the New York
Didtrict, which manages the DERP-FUDS program, to request $4 million for work at the LOOW
gte in FY2002. In response, the Buffdo Didrict was told that it should anticipate receiving only

% | million. This is unacceptable.
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Remediation of this very sgnificant FUDS gte is of the utmost importance to mysdf and my
condtituents, who live, work, and learn in and around the LOOW property. The speed with which
the Site can be remediated, thereby protecting public hedth and the environment, depends
entirely on adeguate annua  funding for the Buffdo District. | urge you to do everything possible
to alocate sufficient funds for the Buffalo Didrict to make timely progress toward complete
remediation of the LOOW site.

Thank you for your atention to this very important matter.
Sj ely,
JF3e—

JOHN J. LaFALCE
Member of Congress

L-ar

cc: LTC Glen DeWillie, Buffdo Didrict
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Suggested changes to paragraphs 4 & 5:

It is my understanding that the Buffalo District could make significant progress toward remediating the site
in FY 2002 by:

It ismy further understanding that the Buffalo District has corresponded with the New Y ork District, which
manages the DERP-FUDS program in the North Atlantic Division, to request the funds needed for the
proposed work at the [, OOW sitein FY 2002. In response, the Buffalo District was informally advised
that, based on the past history of limited funding being available under the DERP-FUDS program and the
many other needs within the Division, that it should significantly reduce the scope of its planned FY 2002

efforts.
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